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fertile stretch of parkland which affords a gradual passage to
coniferous forests. Stcppcland of a kind rather different from
the typical area reappears in such areas as the Anatolian plateau.
The Cold Temperate Regions, The cold temperate
regions of Siberia are clothed with coniferous forest, of which a
description is given later under Siberia. From the main belt
of forest tongues penetrate southwards along the mountains of
Central Asia, The extreme climate does not encourage rapid
growth; the trees are smaller and poorer than in corresponding
regions of North America.
The Arctic Regions, Beyond the last stunted trees, the
cold desert or the tundra dominates the northern fringe of
Asia. Only in a few more favoured localities do willows and
dwarf shrubs exist; elsewhere the predominance of mosses
and lichens and of dwarf xcrophilous plants is the- characteristic
feature. In some places mosses, especially Polyinchttm, are
dominant, in drier places lichens, giving either a moss-tundra
or a Kchen-tundra, Swampy depressions are numerous, and
a scanty peat may carry a layer of sphagnum; sheltered spots
exposed to the sun's rays may be rich in flowers. But the
summer is short and sharp; for the greater part of the year
the ground is completely frozen.
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